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Judge Davidson (79 Tex. Cr. 559, 585), 
the keepers of pool rooms went out of 
business. A little later the Supreme 
Court held the act to be unconstitutional 
(Ex parte Mitchell, 177 S. W. 953), and 
the pool rooms reoponed. Whereupon 
the Court of Criminal Appeals in Fz 
parte Mode, 180 S. W. 108, reiterated 
its decision in the Francis case and af- 
firmed the conviction of a pool room 
keeper who had rashly relied on the de- 
cision in the Mitchell case. One district 
judge attempted to cut the Gordian knot 
by enjoining the county attorney from 
prosecuting under the act but the Court 
of Criminal Appeals held the injunction 
to be void (State v. Clark, 79 Tex. Cr. 
559) though it would undoubtedly have 
been sustained on an appeal to the Su- 
preme Court. A situation of the most 


intolerable kind was finally clarified by a 
change in the personnel of the Court of 
Criminal Appeals, resulting in a decision 
in harmony with that of the Supreme 
Uourt. Ea parte Lyle, 193 8S. W. 680. 
It is of course essential that the decisions 
of intermediate courts should be final on 
some questions. But on questions of 
general law and particularly constitu- 
tional questions it would seem self-evi- 
dent that there should always be one 
authoritative court and one only. The 
inconsistency in state rulings on ques- 
tions of commercial law which remains 
as the ghost of the state rights doctrine 
is bad enough and must eventually be 
done away with, but within the borders 
of a state at least there should be but 
one law and one final interpretation 
thereof.—Law Notes, November, 1918. 
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